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Bees emerging from winter 
It looks as though all 5 of our honey bee colonies have made it through winter and 
are taking every chance to search out pollen for the newly laid brood. It’s still very 
cold with us, too cold for most of the wild bees. We don’t seem to experience to 
recent UK phenomenon of winter-active bumblebees.  I did find a couple of buff-tail 
queens warming up in the polytunnel, this week, so that’s a sign that they are 
beginning to emerge.  Bumblebees are furry enough to tolerate more cold than other 
bees but they still won’t be very active till more is in flower. I’m looking forward to 
seeing the red mason bees which are some of the earliest solitary bees to emerge – 
usually in April. They are ‘opportunist’ foragers and will go for almost anything in 
flower but I find they love our apple trees and the centaurea montana (perennial 
cornflower) pictured above. 
 
 
New propogation house 

 
 



Over the 7 years since we opened rosybee, the business has been gently growing 
(thanks everyone!) and we finally ran out of space in our big polytunnel. To give us 
more capacity and a better growing environment for seedlings, in January we had 
Keder install a smaller (8m x 4m) propogation house. We chose Keder because the 
'bubblewrap' walls provide both great insulation and light filtering for baby plants. 
The new house keeps the air temperature about 2 degrees warmer than the main 
polytunnel but I also have hot-mats along each bench, which I keep at 12 degrees to 
encourage root growth. This is just enough to make a difference and I have been 
very glad we made the investment in view of the very cold weather we have had 
(thanks goodness both polytunnels survived the snow!).  Anyway, the plants are 
looking very happy and will be ready to start being sent out by the end of this month. 
 
Join the Wildlife Gardening Forum 
 
I have recently become a Trustee of 
the Wildlife Gardening Forum (WGF 
- www.wlgf.org) This, free to join, 
organisation is doing really important 
work to make sure that simple but 
accurate information is available to 
gardeners about how best to 
encourage wildlife. The Forum 
collaborates with other wildlife 
charities to carry out research and 
make sure the advise given is correct 
(there are a lot of anecdotes and 
myths our there). 
There are 4 newsletters a year which 
keep you updated on any significant 
research findings or broader 
environmental issues and two 
conferences a year in different 
cities.  The next conference is 
planned for 19th May at the London 
Wetland Centre in Barnes. 
Please consider joining as it is not 
only free but a great information 
resource. 

 

 

 
Focus on solitary bees in our research 
After I published our research in January, I received feedback encouraging me to 
further split the ranking for ‘wild bees' in to bumblebees and solitary bees.  Although 
this means that I now have 3 main charts, it does help to focus on the solitary bees 
which are probably the ones that get the least attention.  
  
It's interesting how the different bees are definitely attracted to different plants; it’s 
clear that Anthemis tinctoria is really good for solitary bees, I had 4 different species 
– all mid-sized ones – on ours last year and they made great viewing. 


