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This has not been a normal summer. For many of us it’s probably the sort of summer we hope for…… 
until we get it!  
 
At rosybee we have had the full force of the heatwave, with only a couple of very brief showers in 8 
weeks. Our site has had that late summer yellow tone for a while now but I did water the research 
bed a few times just to keep the plants alive. In spite of this I am sure the plants were producing less 
nectar and attracted less bees.  
 
Plant drought-tollerance 
Unsurprisingly, the plants that have coped best with this dry season have been those that originate 
from hotter climates; nepeta, origanum and salvia have all done ok but the lavenders, eryngiums and 
echinops have behaved as if they are finally back home….. exactly as they looked growing wild in 
Provence when I was driving through last week on our family holiday. I suspect we are likely to have 
more summers like this and so drought tolerance is going to be important if we want to continue to 
have ‘gardens’ rather than a patch of dry dead space next to our houses. It’s also important for the 
bees as thirsty plants will not produce nectar.  
 
How have the bees been coping with the heat? 
This is a question have been asked quite frequently but quite a complex one to answer and I think it 
will take quite a lot of analysis and discussion with other colleagues before we have good answers. 
But, having said that, my impression is that the bumblebees numbers observed foraging have been 
down which is natural as they don’t like high temperatures but and I have also noticed a high number 
of very small bumblebee workers which may indicate that food was not making it to the far corners 
of their nests to feed all the young bees. However our honey bees have had the best season for 
many years with a reasonable crop of honey and no apparent mid-summer loss of queens.  As for the 
solitary bees, there are too many species who all have annual ups and downs to see any reliable 
pattern but I think the ‘mason’ bees (above ground nesters) did very well but the miners (ground 
nesting) less well.  Our heavy clay will have been very hard for digging in but I am not sure how the 
cope with that in a normal summer anyway.  Hopefully I will have a better understanding once I get 
stuck into our formal research analysis at the end of the year. 
 
 



Apologies for Origanum confusion 
Some of you may have bought and ‘origanum onites’ from us that should have flowered white but 
instead flowered pink. My apologies for this; we bought some plugs in to supplement our own 
production and our supplier appears to have made a mistake with their labelling and sent us the 
wrong plant.  The pink version still seems to be very good for the bees but please let us know if this 
has caused you any issues and we will endeavour to rectify.  
 
Many thanks,  
Rosi Rollings 


